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1. Socialist and Cormunict leaders reportedly are following the political ac-
tivities of Giovanni Gronchi with particular interest. They believe that
he intends %o strengthen the leftist tendencies of the Partito Democramzia
Cristiana (FDC) by moans of a series of reforms which, in certain instances,
would be even more advanced and more easily brought to reelizs,tior than the
reforms suggested by the leftist parties themselvas.

2. Gronchi is opposed to any move which mipht endanger the unity of the FDC:
however, he intends to carry out his plans of reform in spite of the inevita-
ble opposition of the majority of the exscutives of the PC. IHes well knows
that one of his most stubborn opponents will be Alcide De Gasperi himself,
who already has endeavored to gain time by proposing that the next congrese
ba postponed,

3. De Gasperi is acquainted with Gronchi®s intention of launching the rroject
of his reforms, which are in contrast with the principles of the comservative
and rightist currents of the FDC.

4. 1t seems, howover, that the innovations sug~ested by Gronchi are supported
by many PDC executives as well as by about seventy PDC dsputies.

S It is believed that Gronchi plans to foster closor collaboration with the
N other parties represented in the present govornment, especially with the
Partito Repubblicano Italiano and Giusepps Sarapat's follovers, with a wview
to succeeding in the vital task of oresting e well-disciplined, powerful
group to which should adhere all worlters who are anxious to combine the So-
cialist ideologies with the principles of the Catholic faith, but who do not
wish to renounce either one,

6o The possibility of Gronochi's idea being brought to : .eulimtmn reportedly is
causing oonsiderable alorm among both the Social®sts, and the Commnists.
Some mombors of these two parties who expresscd their satisfaction for what
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they consider the preluds to an imminent 8plit in the ranks of the FDC
werc reninded that Gronohi's initiafive might repres-nt a powerful blow
to the Corrmmists and Scoialists, mud affect unfavorably eithers propa-
gonda for the next few years; hence s the serious approhonsion of the
Commnist axecutives,
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